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Taxonomies and thesauri: a list of references and resources for 
public sector applications 
 
 
This bibliography has been prepared for Taxonomies in the Public Sector (TiPS), a discussion group 
which supports the Cabinet Office’s Metadata Working Group by encouraging information professionals 
in the public sector to meet and develop guidance on the implementation of taxonomies and metadata. 
While IPSV (Integrated Public Sector Vocabulary) and its predecessors GCL and LGCL are an important 
focus for compliance with e-government standards, public sector applications commonly use a 
complementary specialised vocabulary in tandem with IPSV. The bibliography gives background 
references across the field from development to exploitation and sharing the outputs. The highlighted 
references are considered especially useful. The references have been grouped as follows: 
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1. Cabinet Office, e-Government Unit [now known as Delivery and Transformation Group]. e-

Government Interoperability Framework (e-GIF) Version 6.1 (2005) and Technical Standards 
Catalogue (TSC) Version 6.2 (2005) http://www.govtalk.gov.uk/schemasstandards/egif.asp  

2. Cabinet Office, e-Government Unit [now known as Delivery and Transformation Group]. e-
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8. Todd, Malcolm (The National Archives). Requirements for Electronic Records Management Systems 
Part 2: Metadata Standard. Kew, London: The National Archives; 2004. 43pp. Available at: 
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2. Budzak, Danny. A round of APLAWS. Library + Information Update. 2002 Jun; 1(3):50-51. 

3. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. Guide to Meta-tagging with the IPSV. 2005, revised March 2006. Available 
at: http://www.esd.org.uk/documents/IPSVHowToMetatag.pdf 

4. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. Which IPSV? A guide to the versions and formats available. 2005, revised 
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5. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. IPSV Editorial Policy [Web Page]. 2005 Mar. Available at: 
http://www.esd.org.uk/documents/IPSVEditorialPolicy.pdf  

6. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. Implementing IPSV to your own advantage [Web Page]. 2006 Aug 29. 
Available at http://www.esd.org.uk/documents/ImplementingIPSV.pdf. 
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Huertas, María J and Muñoz-Fernández, Francisco J, Editors. Challenges in knowledge 
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Proceedings of the Seventh International ISKO Conference.; 2002 Jul 10-2002 Jul 13; Granada, 
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Mar. Available at: www.esd.org.uk/IPSVGuidanceNotes.pdf   

13. IPSV Discussion forum [Web Page]. Available at: http://www.esd.org.uk/Forums/viewforum.php?f=39. 
Register/login at   http://www.esd-toolkit.org/integratedforums/ 

14. Local e-Government Standards Body. IPSV Merger Project Questionnaire Analysis. 2004.  Available 
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6. Stephenson, Mary Sue. Indexing resources on the WWW: Database Indexing, Controlled 
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http://www.slais.ubc.ca/resources/indexing/database1.htm  

7. Strathclyde University. HILT A-Z of thesauri [Web Page].  Accessed 2007. Available at: 
http://hilt.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/Sources/thesauri.html . 

8. Taxonomies in the Public Sector (TiPS). Home page of the TiPS group, with dates of meetings and 
other links and resources. Available at: http://www.nglis.org.uk/tipshome.htm  
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Assorted definitions of different types of controlled vocabulary  
1. British Standards Institution. BS 8723-1:2005 Structured vocabularies for information retrieval - 

Guide -  Definitions, symbols and abbreviations. London: British Standards Institution; 2005. 10pp . 

2. Cumming, Maewyn. Tomatoes are not the only fruit - a guide to controlled vocabularies [Web Page]. 
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http://www.govtalk.gov.uk/schemasstandards/gcl_document.asp?docnum=681 
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2002 Dec; Accessed 2003 Jan. Available at: 
http://www.boxesandarrows.com/view/controlled_vocabularies_a_glosso_thesaurus. 
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Page].  Accessed 2004 Jun. Available at: http://www.ontopia.net/topicmaps/materials/tm-vs-
thesauri.html. 

5. Gilchrist, Alan. The taxonomy. Gilchrist, Alan and Mahon, Barry, Editors. Information architecture: 
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7. Pidcock, Woody and Uschold, Michael. What are the differences between a vocabulary, a taxonomy, 
a thesaurus, an ontology, and a meta-model? [Web Page]. 2003 Jan 15; Accessed 2004 Oct. Available 
at: http://www.metamodel.com/article.php?story=20030115211223271. 

8. Schwarz, Katharina. Domain model enhanced search - a comparison of taxonomy, thesaurus, 
ontology (Thesis). Utrecht, Germany: University of Utrecht; 2005 Jul  

9. Will, Leonard, with contributions from Stella Dextre Clarke, Alan Gilchrist and Ron Davies. Glossary 
of terms relating to thesauri and other forms of structured vocabulary for information retrieval [Web 
Page]. 2005. Available at: http://www.willpowerinfo.co.uk/glossary.htm 

Making the case 
1. Beaumont, Claudine. The business case for taxonomies and information architecture. London: Ark 

Group; 2004. 22 pp . 

2. Busch, Joseph A. Benchmarking taxonomies. Online information 2006. Conference proceedings; 
2006 Nov 28-2006 Nov 30; London. London: Learned Information Europe Ltd.; 2006: 99-104.  

3. Capgemini. The Benefits of LAWs [Web Page]. 2004 Dec. Available at: 
http://www.localegovnp.org.uk/webfiles/Benefits/LAWS%20DOCUMENT.pdf. 

4. Currall, James. I stand, they don't deliver: or why the highwayman approach to digital preservation 
funding doesn't work. Online information 2006. conference proceedings; 2006 Nov 28-2006 Nov 30; 
London. London: Learned Information Europe Ltd.; 2006: 79-85. 

5. Delphi Group. Taxonomy & content classification. Market milestone report [Web Page]. 2002. 
Available at: http://www.delphigroup.com/coverage/taxonomy.htm 

6. Delphi Group.  Information Intelligence: Intelligent Classification and the Enterprise Taxonomy 
Practice .  Boston, USA: Delphi Group; 2004 Jun 178pp. Available at: 
http://www.delphigroup.com/coverage/taxonomy.htm 

7. Garrett, Jeffrey. KWIC and Dirty? Human Cognition and the Claims of Full-Text Searching. Journal 
of Electronic Publishing. 2006 Winter; 9(1). 

8. Kaplan, R S and Norton, D P. The balanced scorecard: measures that drive performance. Harvard 
Business Review. 1992 Jan-1992 Feb 28; 70(1):71-79. 

9. Moffatt, Malcolm. 'Marketing' with Metadata - How Metadata Can Increase Exposure and Visibility 
of Online Content  [Web Page]. 2006 Mar 8. Available at: 
http://www.icbl.hw.ac.uk/perx/advocacy/exposingmetadata.htm 

10. Sykes, Jan. The value of indexing [Web Page]. 2001 Feb. Available at: 
http://www.factiva.com/infopro/indexingwhitepaper.pdf. 
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11. Wyllie, Jan and Skyrme, David. Taxonomies: frameworks for corporate knowledge. The shape of 
things to come. London, UK: Ark Group; 2003 [but an update has just been published]. 83pp. 
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1. British Standards Institution. BS 8723-2:2005 Structured vocabularies for information retrieval - 

Guide - Thesauri. London: British Standards Institution; 2005. 60pp . 
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6. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. Thesaural relationships. Bean, Carol A and Green, Rebecca, Eds. 
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7. Dextre Clarke, Stella G. IPSV Maintenance Guide. 
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Page]. 2003; Accessed 2004 Jun. Available at: http://www.huridocs.org/tools/howtoind.htm. 

9. ISO 2788-1986 Documentation - Guidelines for the establishment and development of monolingual 
thesauri. Geneva: International Organization for Standardization; 1986. 

10. Lambermont-Ford, Jean-Paul. Searching for a global solution. Taxonomies - Structuring Corporate 
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11. Lykke Nielsen, Marianne. A framework for work task based thesaurus design. Journal of 
Documentation. 2001 Nov; 57(6):774-797. 

12. Lykke Nielsen, Marianne and Gjerluf Eslau, Anna. Corporate thesauri - how to ensure integration of 
knowledge and reflection of diversity. López-Huertas, María J and Muñoz-Fernández, Francisco J, 
Editors. Challenges in knowledge representation and organization for the 21st century. Integration of 
knowledge across boundaries. Proceedings of the Seventh International ISKO Conference.; 2002 Jul 
10-2002 Jul 13; Granada, Spain. Wuerzburg, Germany: Ergon Verlag; 2002: 324-331. 

13. Jackson, Joab. Taxonomy’s not just design, it’s an art. Government Computing News. 2004 Feb 9; 
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14. McGovern, Gerry. Information architecture: using card sorting for web classification design [Web 
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http://www.gerrymcgovern.com/nt/2002/nt_2002_09_23_card_sorting.htm. 

15. McLaughlin, Ruth and Greenwood, Angela. Building a business taxonomy: a work in progress. 
Gilchrist, Alan and Mahon, Barry, Editors. Information architecture: designing information 
environments for purpose. London: Facet Publishing; 2004; pp. 215-224. 

16. Milstead, Jessica L. Standards for relationships between subject indexing terms. Bean, Carol A and 
Green, Rebecca, Eds. Relationships in the Organization of Knowledge. Dordrecht: Kluwer; 2001; 53-
66 
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18. Quinn, Laura S. Designing for Limited Resources. Boxes and Arrows. 2004 Jan 12. Available at: 
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http://www.lexonomy.com/publications/aTaxonomyPrimer.html. 
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27. Young, Andrew and Slattery, Sean. The ins & outs of a taxonomy design project; 2004 Feb 6. 
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